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Jnv1~11e1a:· plastic model of the now you see it now you don't plane built to beat Soviet radar 

Spotlight tUrns on 'invisible' jet 
by Marti Hqaenba~l 

Washington 

FOR Ai'" aeroplane wbicb is 
su;>posed 'to be invisible to 
bdh Soviet ckfenoe forces and 
A:ncrican voters, tbe 
P<ntagon ·~ secret Stealth 
fijhter jet is attrac>ing a Jot of 
at·ention.. · 

The fighter, which is also 
krown by assorted secret 
co;!enarncs such 3$ Have Blue 
and F-19, is one in a ~cs C1f 
to' secret aircraft the Amen­
can mil itary services are 
d<vcloping. They usc ad­
vanced ~nology such as 
plutics. and unconventional 
design,to make them in>i $ible 
to Russian air defences. 

These projects are so confi­
dential that government of­
ficials have been ordered not 
to admit their existence. Even 
mombers of Congress claim to 
ha'c difficulty finding out 
h•ml facts throu;:b official 
miitary channels. 
· But the extreme secrecy in 
wlich the Reag3n administra­
tion has shrouded these pro­
je<ts may now be backfiring. 
E11raor<llnary zccurity mea­
su-es insti tuted bytheairforoe 
af.u- the crash cf two sus­
pected Stealth fighters have 
only.served tO inuigue ames­
sh·e television cameramen. In 
O>ngress, a noisy controversy 
hts erupted over allegations 
that a companv building 
S::altb jets may have lost hun­
dreds oftop-sccrer papers. 

Low-radar, infra-red aDd eptical signatures dominate. the Lockheed F-19 single-sent Iichter 

Defence journalists and toy­
makers have also taken :he 
government's efforts to keep 
Stealth under wraps as a chall­
enge to their skills in unmask­
log government secrets. 

The American government 
bas been trying for about 30 
years to design planes that are 
jn ,·isiblc to cn<m)' r•dar. But 
i!S restlrcb was well cloai:OO 
in secret)' until President 
Caner's adm inistration re­
vealed the tlare outlines of the 
Stealth programme in an ef­
fon to make a political poi~t. 

The Reagan administration 
tried lO put the genie bac.k in 
tile bottle by acting as if 
Stealth had never been m~n-

tionoo in pubhc and did not 
c.ist But a trickle of leaks 
began to occur after a mysteri­
ous aeroplane crash near 
Bakersfield, California. in Jul)· 
last )'car. 

The Pentagon deployed mil­
itary police to seal off the 
crash site and television heli­
copters were banned from the 
area. But within weeks of the 
accident, it emerged that the 
cr:lshed plane "-as one of SO 
Stealth fighters built by the air 
force at a tightly-guarded 
Lockheed Corporat•On factory 
near Los Angeles known as the 
"skunk works". 

The trickle of Stealth leaks 
rapidly turned into a lorrenl. 

First, TcstOr Corporation, a 
toy company in Rockford. Illi­
nois. produced what it sal" is 
an authentic plastic scale 
model of the F-19. At $9.50, 
lhc replit"a becamt an instanl 
best-seller at hobb~ shops. 

A senior . Pentagon official, 
Donald liicks, told Congress 
that he wished the Russians· 

. would use the plastic rephca as 
a model for their n~w ain.:ran 
because the toy is inaccurate 
and any planes built to the 
sa me dcs,gn would crash. 
Ho.-ever, John Andrc"s. the 
model's designer. claims that 
it is about "80% accurate" , 
and a sh op ncar the "skunk 
"or~s" sold 100 oft~.~ replicas 

to enthusia stic Loctbeed 
cmpfo)'ees. 
· To the Pentagon's torror, 
cht lo y 3llractcd the attention 
or a congressional sukom­
mince which was invest· 
igaung suspected malfeasance 
by American contractoos who 
." ork on wbal arc known as 
"black programmes·: - secret 
"'••pons projects the existence 
of wh ich the government "ill 
not ocknowledge. 

Tbe sul>-<:ommittee came 

up with .evidence that aboct 
1,000 documcni~ relal<d to 
the Stealth fighter, most o:' 
t~.em classified top secrc1. ha<! 
disappeared at Lockheed. A 
senior conycssman SU86CSte~ 
that the Testor designer might 
have used the documents to 
create his model. · 

The t"O latest breaches ir, 
Steahh's cocoon of Soe(rtey are 
another accident and a new 
book laying out man)' oi 
Stealth' s technical secrets. The 
accident occurred jus1 o ..,.er ::. 
week ago . . 

Again ~e air force refustd 
to reveal any information 
about the nature oftheaircraf: 
which crashed in the l\evada 
desen. other than the name of 
its pilot Television networks 
took this as a sure sign that the 
plane was anothe r mal-
functioning F-19. • 

Sources in the aviation in· 
dustry even . offered specula­
tion on tbc cause of the crash, 
sug&esting that the ports 
which take air into the eoginc 

. arc so el~boratcl)' sh3ped. to 
avoid radar retlections and 
heat emission, that when the 
plane flies in cenain pattern~ 
they cao also obstruct the flo-.. 
of a ir. thus causing the engine 
to stall. 

Ont of Washington's de­
fence ne"t'o·sletter CQmpanic~ 
Pasha Publicat ions , has; 
mcan\\hil<, produced a !57-
page book - Stealth and Fu­
turt ~1ilitary Aircraft- which, 
at $ 147 is undoubtedly J bar· 
gain for lazy spies. 


