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Unveiled: plastic model of the NOwW Yyou see it now you don’t plane built to beat Soviet radar

Spotllght turns on ‘invisible’ jet

by Mark Hosenball
Washington

FOR AN aeroplane which is
suoposed 1o be invisible to
beth Soviet defence forces and
American voters, 1he
Peintagon’s secrzt Stealth
fighter jel is attracting a lot of
arention.

The fghter, which is also
krown by assorted secret
codenames such as Have Blue
and F-19, is one in a series of
103 secret aircrafl the Amen-
can military services are
developing. They usc ad-
vanced technology such as
phstics, and unconventional
design, lo make them invisible
1o Russian gir defences.

These projecis are so confi-
dential that government of-
ficals have been ordered not
1o admit their exisience, Even
members of Congress claim to
have difficulty finding oul
hard facts through official
military channels.

But the extreme secrecy in
wiich the Reagan administra-
tien has shrouded these pro-
"Efu may now be backfiring.

traordinary sctunty mea-
sures instituted by the air force
afier the crash of two sus-
pected Stealth fighters have
enly served 10 intngue aggres-
sive television cameramen. In
Congress, a noisy CORUroversy
h:s erupted over allegations
that a company building
S:zalth jets may have lost hun-
dreds of top-secret papers.
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Defence journalists and toy-
makers have also taken the
povernment's cfforts to keep
Stealth under wraps as a chall-
enge 1o their skills in unmask-
10 govemment secrels.

The Amerncan governmenl
has been trying lor about 30
years to design planes thal are

anvisible to enemy radar. Bul

115 research was well closked
in secrecy until President
Carter’s administration re-
vealed the bare outlines of the
Stealth programme in an ¢l-
fort to make a political poiat

_The Reagan administration
tried o put the genie back in
the bottle by acting as if
Stealth had oever been men-

Low-radar, infra-red and optical signatures dominate the Lockheed F-19 single-seat figliter

tioned in public and did net
cxisl. But a nckle of leaks
began to occur afler 2 mysten-
ous aeroplane crash near
kawsf‘etd,ﬂal:l’umia.:’n July

last I?n
e Pe ntagon deploved mil-
ilary police o scal off the
crash site and television heli-
copters were banned from the
area. But within weeks of the
accident, il emerged that the
crashed plane was one of 50
Stealth highters built by the air
force at a tlightly-guarded
Lockheed Comporauon faclory
near Los Angzles known as the
“skunk works",
The wnckle of Stealth leaks
rapidly turned into a lorrent.

Firsl, Testor Corporation, a
loy company in Rocklord, Iili-
nows, produced what it says is
an authentic plasiic scale
model of the F-19. A1 §9.530,
the replica became an instani
best-seller at hobby shops.

A senior Pentagon official,
Donald Hicks, toid Congress
that he wished the Russians
would use the plastc replica as
a model for their new aircrall
because the lov is inaccurale
and any planes built to the
same  design would  crash
However, John Andrews, the
model's dmgncr claims that
it 1s about “80% accuratc”
and a shop ncar the * *skunk
works" sold 100 of the replicas

to enthusiastic Lockheed
cmployees.

To the Pentagon's korror,
the toy altracted the attenlion
of a congressional sub-com-
mittce which was invest-
igating suspected malfeasance
by American contraciors who
work on whal are known as
“black programmes™ — secrel
weapons projects the existence
of which the government will
not acknowledge,

Thke sub-committes came

up with evidence that about
IDEH.‘. documents related ]

the Stealth fighter, maost of
them classified wop secret, hac
disappezred =t Lockheed. A
SEMIDT COMRressman suggeslec
that the Testor designer migh:
have used the documents Lo
create his model.

The vao latest breaches ir
Stealth’s cocoon of secrecy are
another azcident and a new
book laying out many o

tealth’s technical secrets. The
aceident occurred just over &
week 2go.

Again the air force refused
W rmevedl any informaton
about the nature of the aircraf:
which ¢rasked in the Nevada
desert, other than the name of
its pilot. Television networks
teok this as a sure sign that the
plene was another mal.
functioning F-19.

Sources in the aviauon in-
dusiry even offered specula-
tion on the cause of the crash,

sugpesting that the porls

which take air into the sngine
are so elaborately shaped, 10
avoid radar reflections and
heat emission, that when the
plare flies in ¢ertain pattems,
they can also obstruct the flow
of air, thus causing the engine
to stall,

Onez of Washington's de-
fence newsletter companies,
Pasha Publications, has;
meanwhile, produced a 157-
page book — Siealth and Fu
ture Military Adrcraft — which,
at $147 is undoubtediy a bar-
gain for lazy spics



